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"You Can’t Frighten Us With Jail,” Say Sitdown Youth 


“We've Been 300 Years in Prison: 
This Is Our Struggle to Get our” 








the face of 
passed less 


Atlanta, March 15—In 
a special anti-sitdown law 
than a month ago, several hundred 
students from six different colleges 
marched in this biggest southeastern 
city, carrying the sitdowns into nearly 
a dozen lily-white eating places simul- 
taneously. 


They defied the vicious new law that 
makes it an 18-month prison offense to 
“trespass” in any store after being 
ordered off the premises. There were 
79 arrested and charged with breaking 
this law. 


Like the 400 arrested in Orange- 
burg, S. C., their spirits were high and 
they were still determined to fight on. 


A partial list of the Atlanta prison- 
ers is printed below: 


Robert Watley, 20; Stafford Sweet- 
ing, 28; Bobby Schley, 23; Shirley Ann 
Smith, 19; Benjamin Brown, 20; Frank 
Corse, 21; Erwin Ross, Jr., 20; Mattie 
Cox, 19; Carolyn’ Long, 19; J. T. 
Echols, 25; Altamen Neely, 22; Clar- 
ence Seniors, 22; William H. Wiggins, 


John C. Pearson, Josse L. Douglas, 


Atlanta Students 
Defy Special Sitdown Law 





Gwendolyn Harris, Otis Moss, Jr., 25, 
and Ruby D. Smith, 1 

The Honor Roll of the whole 79 was 
printed in the Atlanta Journal. 


Fire Hoses Can't Dampen Sitdown Spirit; 
Youth Fight On; Jim Crow's Days Are Numbered 


Orangeburg, S.C., March 15—Over 1,000 students from two Negro 
colleges marched on the central square of this Southern town, carrying 
the sitdown protest movement to a new high, defying threats, veiled and 
open, braving the violence of the city cops. 

Heedless of the dire warnings of Uncle Toms, the marchers as- 
tounded a nation already accustomed to scores of sitdowns. 





"Stone Walls do Not a Prison Make!" 





These young people are standing in the stockade provided by South 


Carolina police. 


They are ready and eager 


for a continuation of 


the great struggle. 





Buffalo Mothers Picket F. W. 


Buffalo, February 27—All 
up to the Canadian border 
of the sitdowns flared high. 

Braving 35 mile-an-hour 
icy temperatures, a~-group of about 20 
women and youth from the Mothers 
Alliance picketed the Woolworth’s store 
in downtown Buffalo. News of the pick- 
et line was carried on local radio and 
TV stations. 


the 
the 


way 
spirit 


winds and 


The Mothers Alliance is an organiza- 
tion which demonstrates integration 
both in its membership and its actions. 

Composed of Negro and white wom- 
en, the organization has, among other 
things, picketed the Grant’s store for 
discrimination in hiring, sent a motor- 
cade to City Hall in an effort to get 
official Northern support for school in- 
tegration, and gathered 6,000 petitions 





Mothers Stand up for Kids’ Right to Sit Down 





Members and friends of Mothers 


Woolworth’s main store in 


sympathy 


Alliance in Buffalo, picketing 
with the Southern Sit- 


downers. Actions like this were going on all through the North this 
month. Many hundreds hit Woolworth’s in New York City. 


Woolworths 


to save the life of Jimmy Wilson. 


A spokesman for the group said, 
“We feel that what we are doing to- 
day is much more than just a simple 
protest against one store. It is part of 
a nationwide struggle against the 
whole. rotten system of jimerow. Our 
brothers and sisters in the South have 
set an example of courage and solidar- 
ity that we in the North should be 
ashamed not to follow.” 


The pickets handed out a leaflet head- 
lined, “How Much Would You Pay for 
a Dime’s Worth of Dignity?” Negro 
students in the South, the leaflet said, 
are suffering “arrest, physical violence 
and insults ... just to win the right 
to sit down and have a cup of coffee.” 


Police used tear gas and turned fire 
hoses upon’ the peaceful demonstrators. 
They arrested nearly 400 and took 
them into a _ stockade, making them 
stand for hours (some drenched to 
the skin) in the 40 degree temperature. 


But the youth sang and chanted, kept 
their spirits up, and gave every indica- 
tion of continuing their inspiring pro- 
test at the first opportunity. 

Columbia, Rock Hill and Sumter, in 
South Carolina, also saw demonstra- 
tions the same day. (Sumter, by the 
way, is the home of -the first military 
post to engage in the Civil War.) 


Governor Hollings of this state, like 
“his colleagues in other states through- 
out the South, takes a_ superficially 
hard attitude, but shows signs of hys- 
teria. He states he will “take what- 
ever action necessary,” but is already 
muttering about “outside groups” be- 
ing responsible for this mass uprising. 


There is of course an important 
leaven of students from the North who 
are used to decidedly better treatment 
than they get in the South (although 


_ still unsatisfactory). But the real erup- 


tion comes from the South itself. 


The Southern ruling class, like every 
doomed ruling class in history, feeds 
itself on lies, clings to straws, and 
cannot admit that its time has come. 


They have arrested over a thousand 
young boys and girls in the last few 
weeks rather than allow one thousandth 
of their reactionary privileges to be 
taken away by these boys and girls. 


They have aroused a lynch spirit 
atmosphere in some areas, encouraging 
white hoodlums to attack these youth 
with baseball bats, missiles, etc. Like 
all doomed rulers, they completely mis- 
judge the situation. Everything they 
do adds fuel to the flames. Their fire 
hoses might as well squirt gasoline, be- 
cause the fires of rebellion are going 
to burn still brighter. 





“Meany Must Gol" 


Youngstown Shows the Way 


J. Wilson 

The first big breakthrough in the Ted Dostal, a leading steel union 
“Meany Must Go” campaign comes militant, made the motion. He pointed 
from Youngstown, Ohio. The AFL-CIO out that Meany might_cause a split in 
Council of this nationally important the “union, that he was insulting the 
steel district voted 37 to 21 for a mo- Negro workers and playing into the 
tion to censure George Meany, the hands of the big bosses who want divi- 
president of the international parent sion in the union ranks. 


body. 


The Council sent a letter to the AFL- 
CIO Executive Committee to reprimand 
Meany for his recent racist attacks on 
A. Philip Randolph and Adam Clayton 
Powell. 


Only one delegate took the floor 
against the motion. 

This action of the Youngstown labor 
body proves that white. and Negro 
labor CAN unite against jimcrow when 
a bold initiative is taken and a ckar 
policy is advanced. 
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Who Blew it Up? 


In 1898 a ship blew up in Havana 
Harbor, and today, 62 years later, no 
one knows for sure who blew it up. 

But it was a United States ship, and 
the fact that it was blown up was al! 
the United States capitalists needed for 


an excuse to get this country into war. 
That war resulted in the United States 
taking over Cuba. It resulted im Wall 
Strect. corporations controlling Cuba's 


sugar industry. 

Many people in the United States as 
well as Cubs, that agents of 
American biy business blew up theU.S.S 
Maine to get America into that 
war. 

In 1960, another ship blew up in Ha- 
yvana harbor. It was loaded with ammu- 
nition to be delivered in Cuba for the 


suspect 


in orde 


Cuban armed forces. 

Cuba had tried to purchase arms from 
the United States and was refused. Cuba 
tried to purchase arms from Britain, and 
it is common knowledge that U. S. pres- 
sure caused Britain to refuse. Then, 
when Cuba purchased arms from Bel- 
gium, the arms blew up before they 
could be delivered. 

When the Cuban government implied 
that agents of the United States sugar 
corporations might have blown up this 
ship, the American Secretary of State 


called in the Cuban Ambassador. And 
the American Secretary protested and 
he was indignant and he _ protested 
again. 


There’s an old 


protests too much.” 


saying: “The lady 


Teach the Teachers 


We print a teacher’s letter of the 
teachers’ trade in New York in this 
issue. We should have added a 
seript to the siory—namely that some- 
body should teach the teachers. 


A New York City grade schoo! prin- 
cipal had 65 youngsters searched be- 
cause she got an anonymous phone cal 


that some child was carrying a gun. 
However, Mrs. Minerva Atkins, 
white principal of predominantly 


white Public School 91, called only on 
the colored kids when she conducted 
the search. (The search revealed an 
unloaded water pistol and two geom- 
etry compasses. ) 


Of course Mrs. Atkins is a_ boss 
teacher. But even a boss should be 
taught some elementary courtesy, es- 
pecially if his job is to train and 
shape the minds of young childrer 


March on 


What happened to Charles C. Diggs 
Sr’s, last summer’s call for a March on 
Mississippi? 

It seemed to us a thousand times’ more 
appropriate and_ effective than A. 
Philip Randolph’s call for a march or 
the Republican and Democratic nation- 
al conventions. 

No Negro is safe in Mississippi today. 
No Negro there has the elementary 
guarantee that he can be a human be- 
ing in a civilized society. 

The Federal Government has done 
nothing to protect Negroes in Missis- 
sippi. Nor is the present emasculated 
Civil Rights Bill (assuming it is ever 
passed into law) going to do very much, 
of anything. 

‘Nine men are known to the FBI and 
in fact to half the state of Mississippi 
as the lynchers of Mack Parker. But 
these nine men do not even have to 
stand trial. 

Four years ago, two men did stand 
trial for the murder of Emmet Till, and 
after they were let off by an all-white 
jury, they baasted openly to Look Mage- 
zine that they had committed the hor- 





As we go to press, Mrs. Atkins’ only 
“punishment” is to be transferred to 
another school. The NAACP is _ back- 
ing the indignant parents of the chil- 
dren, who demanded a public hearing 
on her fitness to teach at all 

We have a very obvious solution that 
is both kind to Mrs. Atkins and bene- 
ficial to her students. That is to demote 
her to the rank of classroom teache1 
with the understanding that she is on 
probation, and to promote a Negro 
teacher to principal in her place. 

In fact, a much greater number of 
Negro school principals is very much 
in order and long overdue. 

It would be especially appropriate 
for workers to fight for the appointment 
of Negro principals in schools with 
predominantly white student bodies as 
well, 


the South! 


rible butchery, and even described the 


details. Mississippi is a jungle — a 
jungle wherein white beasts prey upon 
black men — and white capitalism arms 


its beasts with guns and the sanctity of 
capitalist law. 

Ten or twenty thousand black and 
white workers entering Jackson with 
picket signs, mobile units, camp equip- 
ment, etc. would do more good for the 
South than all the Congressmen now in 
Washington will ever do. 

Could Reuther, McDonald, or even 
Meany really refuse to act if they were 
properly put on the spot? Don’t they 
have to organize the South if unionism 
is to continue living in this country? 

Naturally, these prejudiced, half- 
hearted “leaders” are not going to do 
anything progressive without a lot of 
prodding. They are conservative, jim- 


crow-minded and in the last analysis, ° 


pillars of the capitalist system itself. 

The very demand on the union leader- 
ship for a March on Mississippi would 
be a clarion call to the country at large 
and a sign that the hour of liberation 
was at last beginning to strike. 
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MAIL BAG 


Wants facts 


Per usual the February 15 issue of 
WW was very interesting. I would like 
to know, however, where you got your 
facts in the African mine incident. I 
have seen no mention of “protests” or 
“earth tremblings” or “jailings” etc. in 
any other paper. 

I would appreciate it if you would 
refer ‘me to the original documents ete. 

R. K., Baltimore 


Here they are: 


The facts about the African mine 
disaster appeared in the New York 
Times in several] small, buried articles, 
at the time of the event and again on 
January 25. 

The Pittsburgh Courier, on January 
30, cautiously printed the following 
paragraphs under the heading, “Buried 
Black Miners Forced Into Mine?” 

“Are their rights so few under South 
Africa’s ‘apartheid’ laws, that 10 of 
them were imprisoned at the pithead 
jail for protesting? 

“Did 70 of the regular crew of 500 
miners flee to the hills rather than be 
forced to enter a mine which they felt 
was a death trap? 

“In the tragedy which may be listed 
as one of the greatest mine disasters 
in history, a rumor persisted that ten 
African miners were jailed and 70 
others ran away to the hills rather 
than enter the mine last Thursday, be- 
fore the collapse.” 

The New York Times of January 25 
quoted its facts from an African 
per: 

“The Golden City Post, an influential 
African newspaper, reported that 
movements of the earth were heard at 


pa- 


the mine three weeks before the dis- 
aster. 
“It said some Africans were forced 


back into the mine when they tried to 
leave after the first rockfall Thursday. 
It was a second fall that trapped the 
miners.” . 


Considering how powerful: the Afri-- 


can capitalists are, and how helpless 
their black victims have been, the won- 
der is that any news came out about 
this case at all. Ten years ago, it would 
have been completely censored. But to- 
day the interest in Africa is so great 
and the rising African Revolution so 
irresistible, that the whole news could 
not be suppressed. 

Fraternally, 

Neva Kecsemeti 


We will! 


Please find enclosed two dollars for 
which send to me for one year your 
wonderful little paper, W. W. It is 


very refreshing to read a paper that 
is not afraid to come right out and say 
what it thinks, which is backed up by 
the truth. 
All power to you. Keep up the good 

work. 

F. R. 

Ontario, Canada, 


Brainwashing teachers 


The capitalists sure want to make 
sure about_the teachers. They recruit 
them mainly from lower middle class 
families and give them a ticket to re- 
spectability through the teaching “pro- 
fession,” 

The capitalists have a firm grip on 
the teacher-training factories and they 
make sure that the respectability angle 
is pushed hard. It is called “profession- 
alism.” 

The brains of the young, eager, 
teacher-to-be are scrubbed for several 
years and a habit of polite humility is 
instilled. Then these young men and 
women who are to train the bosses’ 
workers are steered into a nationwide 
teachers’ company union (called the 
National Education Association) with 
local company unions in each state and 
community. 

As if the college brainwashing were 
not enough, the young teachers are 
then forced to teach for a three to five 
year period without any job security. 
Should the new. teachers show any 
“uppitiness” during this period, they 
can be dumped without any notice or 
any reason given. 


And now a bill recently introduced 
into the New York State Legislature 
would take away even this pale imita- 
tion of seniority rights, and - replace it 
with a rule for 60 days notice of dis- 
missal (arbitrarily). 

The AFL-CIO teachers organizing 
campaign is still in low gear after all 
these years. I would sure like to see 
some action. 

New York Teacher 


_ s -— 
Socialism is coming! 

After attending the Workers World 
meeting in New York (held February 
20—Ed.), I know socialism is coming. 
There’s no stopping the world revolu- 
tion! 

As the Workers World Party reaches 
out to more workers, the workers all 
over the world, especially in the colonial 
countries, are fighting back for freedom. 
They are fighting from a hunger that 
cannot be appeased by the few scraps 
that the capitalist class throws to them, 
but can only be satisfied when the work- 
ers all over the world sit down to a 
feast shared by all. 

The Workers World Party is the only 
party which can and will lead the world 
revolution! 


Comradely, 


— 
She's so right! 

After reading my first copy of your 
paper I feel it is the only one that 
shows the class struggle as it really is. 

I recently read that the Soviet Union 
is offering free education to 500 students 
from Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
The big business newspaper the 
USSR was taking this step to gain 
support and sympathy. I don’t doubt 
that the 500 students on returning to 
their own countries with Soviet-acquired 
skills and techniques and having seen 
with their own eyes the progress being 
made will be very impressed. 

Students in the U. S. from Asia and 
Africa go home to tell their colored 
countrymen about the kind of brutal 
treatment the American Negro receives. 
The super salesmen of the U. S. brand 
of “freedom and progress” are finding 
tougher resistance everyday, and the 
lunch counter sit downs have made their 
jobs even harder. 


said 


Fraternally, 
Buffalo Housewife 


. 
He'll succeed, too 

I like your paper. It is a small paper 
with big ideas. I am working hard to 
spread it over this place among the 
people. 


E., Alabama 


But Stalinism, now... . 


Gentlemen: ... It is not enough to 
have correct policies on Algeria, Cuba, 
Puerto Rico, etc. Trotskyism is a fun- 
damentally unsound political theory, 
and it will never succeed, not even 
with attractive slogans. 

Very truly yours, 
R, x. J. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


More writers like! this! 


Revolutionary greetings! Your good 
issue of 2/15/60 at hand and let me 
commend you on your article on 
“Brother Meany”! Also your slant on 
the Algerian situation is a good one! 

Enclosed find a dollar to help de- 
fray your costs... . 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 
T. S., Potter Valley, Calif. 





Bubble-Top Burns Brazil 


Eisenhower had a special “bubble top” 
Lincoln limousine brought all the way 
from Washington for him when he visit- 
ed Brazil last month. 2 

The Brazilians must have just loved 
this. (The going wage for agricultural 
workers is 22 cents a day. But the ten 
billion dollars annually that the Yankee 
capitalists harvest from South America 
is used to buy bubble top limousines.) 





March 18, 1960 


WORKERS WORLD—3 





Northern Rulers Help Southern Brothers 
To Filibuster Civil Rights to Death 


Ana Kezman 


The United States Senate has carved the Ku Klux Klan’s initials 
on the Civil Rights Bill even more deeply than the four hoodlums of 
Houston, Texas engraved KKK’s on the chest of Felton Turner two 


weeks ago. 


The Senatorial stooges of American 
big business maneuvered the first half- 
serious civil rights legislation in a 
decade right into the waste basket! 

And it wasn’t just the Southern Sen- 


ators’ leather-lunged filibuster that did 
this. It was done with the fairly open 





The Kind of Civil Rights 
Enjoyed by Felton Turner 


The Republican President of the 
United States, the Democratic Speaker 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Democratic leader of the Senate are all 
from the fair state of Texas. 


And while they were all in various 
stages of knifing the Civil Rights Bill 
by various methods, four men knifed an- 
other man in their home state, carving 
two sets of KKK’s into his body. 


The Texan, Felton Turner, was seized 
in Houston by four masked white hood- 
lums. These vicious degenerates hung 
him by his feet while they carved his 
flesh. And while they were doing thei 
grisly work, they let him know that 
they had been ordered to frighten peo- 
ple away from supporting the Southern 


sitdown movement. 


This has all been verified by the city 
police of Houston. There is no doubt 
about the facts. 


But the Texans in Congress and in 
the White House have not even made a 
statement of regret about this incident 
in their home state. They are proving 
more and more that they do not repre- 
sent the poor people in their own 
state or any other state. 





They are depending on terror alone 
to keep the Negro people down. They 
feel they don’t even have to give any 
crumbs or pretenses of civil rights. They 
think, like their servants in the Klan, 
that the butchering of Felton Turner is 
the best way to stop the rising Negro 
militancy in the South. 


They could not be more wrong! The 
South is awakening, The Negro people 
have the will and the courage to fight 
back. More whites are neutral or even 
sympathetic than the rulers dare ad- 
mit. The white capitalists and their 
hired mobsters may yet discover that 
terror is a two-edged sword. 


connivance of a number of Northerners 
as well. It is only possible to have a 
filibuster in the first place because the 
Northern Senators half agree with the 
Southern, and allow’them to talk for 
weeks on end without interrupting them. 


When a Southern Senator tore up the 
Northern “liberal” Wayne Morse’s pe- 
tition to end debate, the Northerner was 
angry. Later, the Southerner said Morse 
was a “good guy.” And Morse returned 
the compliment! 


This was a good measure of the dif- 
ference between Northern capital and 
its Southern capitalist “oppenent.” 


When the vote to end the filibuster 
took place on March 10, no less than 52 
than half the Senate!) voted to 
Southern race-hating minority 

talking. Many Northerners, 
many Democrats, many so-called “liber- 
als” voted with the Southerners. Then 
the Northern, Western and Southern 
Democrats joined to kill two-thirds of 
the proposed law altogether. 


(more 
let the 
keep on 


With the whole Negro population now 


rising to its feet, one would think that 
the political rulers of this country would 
give in a few inches. But this is not the 
case. Why? , 


Because the Northern capitalists have 
decided they will not force their South- 
ern brothers to rule the South in a dif- 
ferent way than they have done for the 
last hundred years, 


Because the capitalist class is afraid 
that giving a small measure of freedom 
will only intensify the struggle for com- 
plete freedom. The capitalists hope they 
can snuff out the magnificent Sitdown 
Movement by keeping the old reaction- 
ary laws and customs in one piece — 
like an old Egyptian mummy. 


Some capitalists thought that freedom 
for the Negro would enlarge the capi- 
talist market and increase capitalist 
profits. They also thought that Negro 
freedom would ease the tensions in the 
American capitalist system and remove 
some social dynamite from its semi- 
feudal Southern basement. And they 
wanted to make a democratic gesture 
toward the awakening African nations 
whom they hope to exploit. 


But now the movement of the Negro 
people, like the colonial people of the 
world, is beginning to frighten more 
than the rag-tag, whiskey-and-Coca Co- 
la colonels of the Old South. It is be- 


ginning to push, though still blindly, at 
the pillars of American capitalism itself. 


That is the real reason, that is the 
class reason why the half-serious Civil 
Rights Bill was killed. 


A milk-and-water Civil Rights Law, 
perhaps on voting rights, will still be 
passed. But the velvet glove is off. The 


‘iron hand of united Northern and South- 


ern capitalism’ now comes down on the 
hopes of millions. The South remains 
half enslaved. And Northern capital 
has openly proclaimed it will not liberate 
it. 


But let no friend of the oppressed be 
dismayed. 


It is. true the “easier” road of Con- 
gressional debate and Court Decisions is 
now almost cut off from the Negro peo- 
ple. But other roads will be found. New 
struggles will begin. 





Gone About as Far 
As They Can Go! 


In Atlanta, the tax returns are 
printed on colored paper.fer Negroes, 
white paper for whites. (!) 


City officials asked the legislators te 
end this practice so their new elec- 
tronic machine could more easily codi- 
fy the reports. (For technical reasons, 
it won’t work with the colored paper.) 


Georgia legislators, however, refused 
to bow to the dictatorship of the ma- 
chine. Said one enlightened lawmaker: 


“This would mean 
segregation barriers.” 


lowering of the 





Southern Rulers Lie When They Say 
All Whites Are Opposed to Integration! 


The terror im Mississippi is directed 
against white people as well as black! 


The Tri-State Defender (issue of 
February 13), one of the most prominent 
Negro newspapers, is the reliable 
authority for this: at-first-sight surpris- 
ing statement. 


It tells the story of Alton West, who 
had a farm in Lake Cormorant, Mis- 
sissippi. West’s home was burned down, 
his precious farmer’s credit withdrawn, 
his family and himself refused work 
anywhere in the state. And he was 
hounded all the way to Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, where he moved a year ago. 


What was his crime? He was friendly 
to Negroes. 


After a friend tipped him off that he 
“better clear his name or get out of 
the state right away,” he went to the 
sheriff and demanded to know what he 
was being accused of. 


After much hemming and hawing, the 
sheriff told him that the word was out 
that he - 


1. Was a member of the NAACP. 


2. Held meetings with Mrs. Daisy 
3ates of Little Rock in his living room. 


9 


3. Held meetings in colored churches 
and paid Negroes to join the NAACP. 


He denied this. The campaign against 
him increased, however, and in spite of 
the secret sympathy of many of his 
neighbors for him, it began to succeed. 
Then his house was burned down. 


For a time, he and his family tried 
to stick it out in a small tenant house 
left standing on his farm. But the bank 
refused him credit. He couldn’t make a 
go of it, and had to pull out, broke. 


He went to Memphis, and after a 
time, decided that he should tell his 
story to the world to soniehow punish 





Rich Boy Becomes P-o-o0-o-r 


{Don't Read This Without Your Handkerchief!) 


If you have tears, prepare to shed 
them now. For we have a tale to tell 
that will cause the sternest eye to weep 
and break the hardest heart. 

“Cuba Ends an American’s Dream” 
said the New York Times on February 
22. 

A poor American fellow named J. F. 
Everhart, had a dream twenty years 
ago. He saw a’great 20,000-acre valley 
in Pinar del Rio province, and he 
dreamed of owning it all for himself. 
Only yesterday he did own it all, and 
was offered $1,900,000 for it. But he 
refused the money because he liked the 
land better. And then came the revolu- 
tion. 

Listen to his sad story: 

With “a few thousand dollars” he 
bought 7,000 acres. “I found that there 
were about 10 peasant families living 
there. I gave each family eight acres or 
so for their own use. Then I gave them 
jobs” — for $2.70 a day. 

That 


was 20 years ago. But after 


these 10 families and 30 other day la- 
borers cleaned the land for him, tended 
the cattle and built up the ranch — “in 
1946, things were looking up. My 
brother and sister and I formed a cor- 
poration and bought 12,787 acres of land 
adjoining my own ranch.” 

And he worked right along with his 
men, too — at least he did most of: the 
time. 

“Never have I been an ‘absentee land- 
owner.’ I lived on the properties the 
year ’round until three years ago when 
the further education of the children 
made it necessary to establish (another) 
home in Havana.” 

Now this great and good man who 
has had 20 beautiful years in the beau- 
tiful island of Cuba, living off the beau- 
tiful products of the labor of his $2.70- 
a-day workers, has lost his land! 

The Cuban government has taken it 
over, and only allowed him 1,500 acres 
to eke out a living on. Naturally, he 
refused the 1,500 acres, since he couldn’t 


live like an ordinary: peasant. (He had 
allowed the peasants eight acres apiece, 
remember.) 

And to make matters worse, a former 
day laborer on Everhart’s ranch is now 
the new manager! He is also head of a 
“peasants’ militia” in the district. The 
uncouth fellow wears a gun at his side 
all the time. 

The Cuban Agrarian Reform Insti- 
tute has announced that 200 landless 
Cuban families will be settled on the 
ranch, and it will be run as a co-oper- 
ative for their benefit. (That’s about 100 
acres per family.) 

Poor Mr. Everhart, who can’t live on 
1,500 acres, has had his dream shat- 
tered, and maybe might come back to 
the United States where his family is 
also in the ranching business. 

Gentle reader — if you can dry your 
eyes long enough after this woeful 
story, take out your checkbook and mail 
your thousand dollar contribution to Mr. 
Everhart, care of this paper. . 


those responsible. The Memphis white 
capitalist press would not touch the 
story. 


He finally visited the Tri-State De- 
fender and told the editor the facts and 
they were printed. 


What can the oppressed workers learn 
from this tragic experience of Alton 
West? They can learn the most valuable 
of lessons — who the enemy is, and 
who it is not. 


Most people think that the main ene- 
my of the Negro in the South is the 
ignorant poor white “cracker.” But the 
campaign against West was organized 
with the connivance of the law-enforce- 
ment agencies. Credit was refused him 
by the banks (which are not run by 
poor white “crackers.” ) 


West said he had secret sympathizers 
among the whites. And this must have 
been absolutely true. Because the cam- 
paign against him was not to terrorize 
him alone. It was to make an example 
of him to the whole white population 
of that Mississippi county. It was to 
frighten the more friendly whites into 
line against the Negroes. 


Alton West said that “when people’s 
minds are poisoned as they are in Mis- 
sissippi, you can’t do a thing about it.” 


He was wrong. When you find out 
who poisoned them, you can do a lot 
about it. 





Misunderstood 


Havana, Cuba, March 11—Three 
sugar mills owned by the Guan- 
tanamo Sugar Company are threat- 
ened with confiscation by the Cu- 
ban government. Investigations are 
now being held to determine if 
members of the hated Batista re- 
gime are the main shareholders 
of the company. 

But the Guantanamo Sugar Com- 
pany is pure as driven snow, Its 
main shareholders are not Batis- 
tans. In fact, they are not Cubans 
at all. Their office-is at 120 Wall 
Street, New York City. 
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Pope Tries to Soften A frican S truggle 
By Appointing First Black Cardinal 


What is behind the Pope’s action in 
naming a Black African as a prince of 
the Church? Surely many other Af- 
ricans in the past have been capable of 
heing cardinals too. How come the Pope 
remembers the Africans now? 


It is that the Catholic Church 
ia in areas in the South less 
prejudiced than the Protestant churches 
(while in other areas in the North it 
is'more so). But the appointment of the 
first African cardinal is not a sign of 
Christian love and brotherhood, how- 
ever. It is a political act, caleunlated to 


true 
some 


keep Africa under European 
domination. 

The European rulers of Africa are 
with a mighty revolution. They 
are faced with the possibility of losing 


capitalist 


faced 


everything they possess in Africa. They 
can no longer rule this continent ex- 
clusively by force. They must now rule 
by deceit. 


The Europeans conquered Africa in 
the 19th Century with such overwhelm- 


ing force that they did not need to 
deceive the Africans. Chains and gun- 


powder alone were enough to keep the 
Africans enslaved. 

In those days, missionaries played a 
rather small role, converting only so 
many Africans as could be used as 
“household slaves” (that is, clerks, lower 
administrators, ete.). 


But nowadays it is different. As Af- 
rica demands equality with the Western 
world, it is necessary for the capitalist 


rulers to give Africa the illusion of 


equality — universal brotherhood in 
Christ, ete. — while imposing still more 
powerful economic chains of inequality 
upon it. 


More than half of all the converts to 
Catholicism in the world in the last few 
years have been made in Africa. This 
is no accident. On the contrary, it is 
very logical and understandable. It is 
an expression of the new relationship 
between Europe and Africa — a rela- 
tionship wherein the European capital- 
ist must pretend to regard the African 
as an equal while he robs him with 
a prayer book in his hand instead of 
a gun. 


American finance, which is beginning 
to take over in Africa, (rivalling Eu- 
ropean capital) now uses Billy Graham 





Here’s a Good Christian, Now! 


J. Howard Pew, ex-president of the 
Sun Oil Company, is a Presbyterian who 
supports his loeal Presbyterian church, 


hut refuses to support his national 
ehureh. 
Why? Because the local church is 


jimerow, anti-labor, and anti-birth con- 
trol. 

Mr. Pew expounded his views to 2,000 
Presbyterian men at the Statler Hilton 
Hotel in New York on February 13. He 
stated that many businessmen contribute 
only to local Presbyterian churehes be- 
cause they feel that their national 
ehurch is promoting programs such as 
integration, birth control and collective 
bargaining. 

Pew is really calling for “secession” 
of local Presbyterian churches from the 
national organization, and is in effect, 
the Confederate flaz the 
loeal steeples. 


raising over 


Wouldn’t you think that the church- 
going President, Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
would have something to say about this? 
Eisenhower is supposed to represent the 
whole people, and defend their interests 
against individuals who them, 
is’nt he? 

There are 20 million Negro people and 
only one Mr. Pew. There are 65 million 
workers in need of collective bargaining 
and only one Mr. Pew. Out of a popula- 
tion of 180 million ,there are about 90 
million females who at one time or 
another have an interest in birth control, 
and there is only one Mr. Pew. 

But the great representative Eisen- 
hower has not even given the little un- 
representative, Pew, a slap on the wrist 
— not even verbally. Strange, isn’t it? 
Who the hell is Howard Pew, anyway? 

— The Pew family were the heaviest 
known contributors to the Eisenhower 
1952 campaign fund. 


oppose 





Doctors and the Buck 


You’ve read a lot of articles lately 
that cry the blues about the poor 
joetors—how they don’t make as much 


ynoney as engineers, advertising men 
ind movie actors—how they sometimes 


have to work over 40 hours a week! 

But have you read any articles cry- 
ng the blues about the poor patients? 
Three to ten dollars for an eight-minute 


office call represents «a whole day’s 
labor for many workers. 
Doctors will tell you that tt are 


justied in charging such high fees be- 


cause they “sacrificed” so much of 
their life to go to college, medical 


schools, ete. 
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“You'll get no further treatment until you pay your bill. Do you 
think I’m in this business for your health?” 


They do not tell 
cent of all current 
graduates come from families with in- 
comes over $10,000 a year (enough to 
keep their kids in college without much 
“sacrifice”). Hardly a single medical 
school allows students to “work their 
way” through. 

The Soviet Union, a “poor” coun- 
try without so many $10,000-a-year 
people, now has about 25 per cent more 
doctors than the United States. 

There, working class boys and girls 
get paid. to go to medical school. And 
working class boys and girls get free 
medical treatment. 

—But that’s 


you that 40 
medical 


per 
school 


“socialized medicine”! 
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The Black Pope 

History does not record a single 
African cardinal for 2,000 years. 
However, there has been at least 
one African Pope. 

During the first five centuries, 
most of North Africa was Chris- 
tian and was in fact, the very 
center of Christianity. 

The modern Popes know this just 
as well as we do. But they have 
never appointed an African 
dinal until today. 


care 











Billy Preaches Love 

To Wrong Party! 

Accra,; Ghana — The Evening 
News here observed that Billy 
Graham, the Protestant evangelist 


from North Carolina preaches 
“Love thy neighbor” to the ex- 
ploited people of Africa. And it 
asked: 


“How can you love your neigh- 
bor when that neighbor sits tight 
on your neck, firmly believing that 
you were created inferior and 
therefore must have no’ right to 
universal adult suffrage, freedom 
from nuclear explosions, freedom 
from passes and torture, and free- 
dom from exploitation and want in 
the midst ef plenty?” 











the way the Europeans would like to use 
the new cardinal. American capitalism 
must find a way of keeping the African 
workers satisfied with the dollar-aday 
wage system in the mines and planta- 
tions. 


It is true that the Pope shames the 
American capitalists for their 
treatment of American Negroes, and 
points to his creation of an African 
cardinal as an example of “equality.” 
And it is true that the American ca- 
pitalists will never willingly imitate the 
Pope’s Christian example. 


cruel 


The very fact that the Pope did ap- 
point even one black cardinal, however, 
testifies to the power of the African 
struggle. 

But the Pope has helped American as 
well as Eurepean this 
hypocritical gesture. 


capitalism by 








“You can’t get socialism because it’s 


against human nature!” 

That’s the argument you get from 
some people when you try to talk for 
a better world. But people who say this 
just don’t know what‘socalism is, and 
they haven’t figured out much about hu- 
man nature, either. 


“Everybody says ‘I’m for me, and to 
hell with the other guy,’ don’t they? 
Everybody would be sore because he 
couldn’t bea millionaire under socialism, 
and they’d all cheat and rob and cut 
the other guy’s throat. And then every- 
body would be back where they started 
— a tiny bunch of rich people and mil- 
lions and millions of poor people.” — 
That’s how the argument goes. 


“Wouldn’t people steal just. like they 
steal today? Give a man a big political 
job, and he steals thousands of dollars 
from the government the first chance he 
can. Why would it be any different un- 
der socialism?” 





New Man 
For the Front Office 


Emmet John Hughes has just been ap- 
pointed senior adviser to the Rockefeller 
family on public policy and public re- 
lations. (Has your family got a senior 
adviser like that?) 

Mr. Hughes will advise the Rocke- 
fellers on “business, philanthropic and 
civic activities.” These activities include 
the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the In- 
ternational Basic Economy Corporation 
and Rockefeller Center . 

The new man was a mere speech- 
writer for Eisenhower in the political 
campaigns of 1952 and 1956. And in 
1953, he was on the White House staff, 
itself. But now he is working directly 
for the Rockefellers. 

(The Rockefellers rule and own a four 
billion-dollar empire. The President of 
the United States is only a hundred and 
twenty-five-thousand-dollar-a-year hired 
man.) 

It’s all right to work for the Com- 
mander-in-chief. But it’s better to work 
in the front office! 


Socialism is Our Future 


— And it Works! 


Vv. Grey 





Well, how do people act today? 

Take a machinist. He has to be very 
careful with his micrometers, his surface 
and height gages. If someone steals 
them all, he’s out a week’s pay. So he 
locks them up every night before going 
home. (Especially if there’s a second 
shift!) , 


But what does the machinist do with 
the drill bits and the reamers that he 
used to lock up with his other tools? 


Why, he just puts them in a rack on 
his ‘bench with his wrenches and ham- 
mer. He does that because these tools 
are so cheap now, and because the com- 
pany supplies them, and nobody would 
bother to steal them. 


Axd ander socialism, everything would 
be cheap like that, including the micro- 
meters and the height gages. No one 
would want to steal anything because 
they wouldn’t have to. 


But take a more expensive tool. An 
electric welding machine, for instance. 
A welder gets to calling it his. But he 
never locks it up. He uses the same one 
day in and day out. And if any other 
welder took his machine and line without 
asking, he’d throw him out of the shop, 
and the other fellows would help him, 
too. 


Well, that’s how it is. The welding 
machine “belongs” to the welder. But it 
“really” belongs to the company. 


Under socialism it will belong to the 
welder, and “really” belong to all so- 
ciety. And that’s the way the whole shop 
would be, the whole plant, and all the 
plants and mines and rgilroads, etc. 

And why should anyone want to steal 
the plant from society when he knew 
he could have all the autos and clothes, 
houses, etc. that he could possibly use? 


And when more people would person- 
ally own more clothes, more autos, more 
of everything, and be far better off than 
today, and be secure for life, then steal- 
ing would practically stop. Finally, when 
everybody owned everything, only a 
lunatic would even think of stealing. 

And anybody who would want capital- 
ism back would most likely get a nice 
comfortable padded cell. 





